Seasonal Effects on the Northern Mockingbird Nesting Biology
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Methods Discussion & Conclusions

Campus was systematically
searched for nests.

Egg weights, clutch size,
brood size were recorded
during monitoring.

Abilotic factors were
guantified using the hourly
data UF Physics department Future directions

archives.

The results support our predictions that egg mass and clutch size will increase as the season progresses, and more resources
potentially become available. Average clutch size per month increased from March to April and then remained fairly consistent
through July. Hatchabllity did not change significantly, the lack of power may be due to the sample size.

Daily nest survival rates decreased as the season progresses. However, it is impossible to distinguish between predation effects and
abioftic effects due to lack of experimental data. In order 1o make this distinction, we would have to observe nests to determine if it
falled due to predation, starvation or abandonment.

Maternal effects could influence clutch size, egg weights and nestling growth. Females in better condition may lay heavier eggs,
larger clutches, and provide better parental care. We will explore nestling traits (weight, wing, tail and tarsus lengths), growth rate,
using both abiofic conditions and female identity as factors.
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