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International Sawfish Encounter Database

Sawfish Encounter Reporting Form
	Contact Information
	

	Name
	

	Street address
	

	City, State, Zip code
	

	Phone number
	

	Email
	

	Time and date information

	Date of encounter____________________   Time of encounter____________________

	Encounter location and habitat information – Fill to 
	the best of your knowledge

	Location – description

Channel or flat present?
	

	Latitude and longitude
	

	How often do you visit this location?
	

	Type of encounter

(capture or sighting)
	
	# of sawfish:

	Habitat at location

(mangrove, coral reef, inlet)
	

	Bottom type
	

	Water depth (give units)
	

	Tidal state

(high/low/rising/falling)
	

	Sea state-wave height
	

	Wind direction and strength
	
	Rain?__________________

Cloud cover (%):

	Water chemistry parameters 
	Temperature:               Salinity:           Oxygen level:


	Encounter information – Fill to the best of your knowledge

	Activity at time of encounter (e.g. fishing, diving, boating, etc.)
	

	Was the sawfish captured while fishing?
	
	Target species:

	Other fish species caught while fishing
	

	If captured describe gear, bait, fishing technique, etc.
	

	Where was the fish hooked (mouth, foul-hooked, body, saw)
	

	Were you able to remove the hook? If not, how much line was left on the animal? Did the line wrap around the saw?
	

	If observed, how close were you to the sawfish
	
	Circle type of platform :

boat   dock    shore     pier

	Estimate weight (give units)
	

	Estimate the length of the sawfish 
(give units)
	                                                   
	Does this measurement include the saw?

	If less than 3 feet in length, did you see a sheath present over the saw?
	

	Did the sawfish have any distinguishing features (tags, scars, broken teeth or saw)?
	
	Tag #:

Sex:

	Are photographs or video available?  
	
	May we use the photos for articles, presentations, flyers, etc.?

	How long did the encounter last?
	

	Describe the behavior of the sawfish during the encounter?
	

	Other
	

	How did you find out about reporting a sawfish?



	Additional Comments:








Florida Program for Shark Research                        


Florida Museum of Natural History


280 Dickinson Hall, 


P.O. Box 117800 


Gainesville, Florida 32611-7800  


www.flmnh.ufl.edu/fish/








Report #_____





 Please send your reports to:





sawfish@flmnh.ufl.edu       


Phone (352) 392-2360 / Fax (352) 392-7158





Thank you for your cooperation!








