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Background

Since 1999) IFhave: elserved sawiish rostia for sale on eBay.
|'noticed that there were normally’ several restra for sale oniany. day.

heres verylittle datar avaralsle concerming trade inrsawihish sneuts



PuUrpose

1jo guantify: the Scope off ene: regular seurce of trade in sawiish rostra

1jo) characterize the rostia beimg sold:
m Ereguency of sale

= Avg prices

= Avag rostral lengths grve————
ki e Eosmmamams

= Species invelved

= Source of restra ST ST e S

GIANT SAWFISH BILL MUSEUM SPECIMENT  ltem number: 3701068036
You are signed in

Bidding has ended for this item (sawfishcreek is the winner)

Characterize the buyers & sellers

Winningbid.  US$1,242.00  Seller information
(Reserve met) marczig (6 )

Ended:

Start time:

History:

Winning bidder:

Feb-00-04

23:45:00 PST

Jan-30-

04 234500 PST
4 us

$495.00 starting

bid)

sawfishcreek (2)

Feedback Score: 6
Positive Feedback:
100%

Member since Jan-18-04
in United States

Read feedback comments

Ask seller a question
View seller's other items

U Purchase Protection



Study Detalls

Stuey Peried: Felh 1, 2004 - July 31, 2004
182 days

6/ Mes
Onoeimg =wilNeeyear




Methods

On bi-weekly lhasis, examined eBay: listings fier sawiish restra internationally,
m  Using only publicly available infermation

When auctions completed; listingiinformationiand photograph Were saved
Sale detailsiwere then|recorded 1o a spreadsheet

Examined listing photegraph te determing species, where poessible

n  [fspeciesunclear and the photographiwas taken straight-om, restrumwas measured using Adobe Photeshopiteverity,
length/ width preportions

f sanish Rostl'a on Ebay place max recs: 139 compiled

2 |maxrecs 139 Avg Length (mm): 749 L\LGEN Avg Days Listed  Max price: $1,242.00 Avg Price: $124.24 Percent of Rostra  100.0%
3  records: 139 Avg length (ft): 246 7 8.0 Price / ft: $46.28 Total Spent: $11,804.54 Percent of § 100.0%
Days Rostrum Species ID Country of Country of
«|Start Date «|Date Ended +|List w|Animal Name v |Name +|(McD) | Seller |Buyer
3701068036 30-Jan-04 9-Feb-04 sawfish bill Zijsron marczig sawfishcreek  United States | United States
3657729352 31-Jan-04 10-Feb-04 ‘saw shark bill zijsron polyglot0 Australia

4-Feb-04 11-Feb-04 sawfish bill Anoxypristis manofthemoors | dorevera UK Belgium
8-Feb-04 15-Feb-04 sawfish bill indeterminate  coolstuffcat \we*buy*tribal*ar United States  United States | | | | |
6-Feb-04 16-Feb-04 ~sawfish bill zisron | peterpansemper | |Australia | | Torres Strait, Auc 1900
6-Feb-04 16-Feb-04 sawfish bill Anoxypristis | peterpansemper | |Australia | | Townsville, QLD, Australia
9-Feb-04 16-Feb-04 ~sawfish saw  pectinata judgel \tdrake2 |United States  United States L Florida
9-Feb-04 16-Feb-04 sawfish il pectinata 'babashag 'klu38 |United States  United States

11-Feb-04 21-Feb-04 sawfish il Anoxypristis ‘thehoarder ‘eklectress UK 'United States

11-Feb-04 21-Feb-04 saw shak bill zijsron | polyglot0 Australia

14-Feb-04 21-Feb-04 7 sawfish saw Anoxypristis ruppee74 wabsicle35 UK UK

14-Feb-04 21-Feb-04 sawfish bill indeterminate  coolbrith obubio United States  United States

12-Feb-04 22-Feb-04 ‘Sagefisch Schwert indeterminate  breiersdersO07  buntlackierer | Germany Germany

15-Feb-04 22-Feb-04 saw tooth shark bill Anoxypristis |protex3 | |United States

17-Feb-04 24-Feb-04 saw fish ‘blade zijsron stuffedtoad |drdustbin UK UK

18-Feb-04 28-Feb-04 ‘Sagefisch ‘Sage Anoxypristis 'm_janss ‘enstein123 | Germany | Germany

19-Feb-04 29-Feb-04 ‘Sagefisch | Schnauze largetooth ‘doe 'zum_merowinge Germany | Germany |

22-Feb-04 29-Feb-04 ‘shark bill Anoxypristis costanza98 | | Italy | | Papuan Guif

22-Feb-04 29-Feb-04 saw fish snout indeterminate  wch141 'shinycycads  United States  United States




— ® home | pay | register | signin | services | site map| help @
7 d Y | Browse | Search I Sell | My eBay [ Community | Powered By
cebEay:

4= Back to home page Listed in category: Collectables > Animals > Marine

Huge Antique Sawtooth Shark Bill 4ft + Long! ftem number: 3664485799

You are signed in
eBay is the world’s Bidding has ended for this item (quiverdog is the winner)

|argeSt Onl | ne aUCtion If you are quiverdog, Sign in for your status.
house

Winning bid: AU $100.00 Seller informatio__n
Qpproximately us lintfarmer ( 679 ¥ ) &
72.99 Feedback Score: 679
[ Ended: Mar-09-04 15:37:15 Positive Feedback: 100%
Reg ISte red .Use S call PST Member since Jun-30-98 in Australia
Read feedback comments
buy of SE” Items . Mar-02-04 15:37:15 .
Start time: PST Ask seller a question

¥ Go to larger picture
Little interference History: %ng(m;mooo
from eBay.

View seller's other items

Winning bidder: quiverdog ( 54 % )

Unless item is ltem location:  Shipped with care from
objectionable or Australa
prembited Ships to:

Australia only

¥ Shipping and payment details

Description

Please note I am unable to sell this item outside Australia as to export it requires an export licence and information
regarding the exact species which I am unable to do. So please do not bid unless you reside in Australia - sorry. I
purchased this fabulous sawtooth shark bill at the deceased estate auction of a local racehorse owner/breeder. His wife
attended the sale and verfified that they had owned it for many years. It is a very impressive size measuring 58 inches/ 147
cms long! There is one area underneath which has slight damage (see pic 3) but this could be easily repaired with resin.
There are 49 teeth on the bill and three are damaged. It is a wonderful example of the superb adapted bill of this now
protected fish and would look terrific mounted behind glass. Offered here on ebay at NO RESERVE - High bidder to pay
shipping and payment in cash, direct deposit, PayPal or Australian Post money order. Apologies once again, please
remember no overseas bidders.




Established: September 1995

The World's Online Marketplace®

Makes Money: charges a fee for listing an item, & takes a percentage of the final
sale price

Gross Merchandise Sales (2003): $23.8B
Annual Auctions Listed (2003): 971 M
Avg Sale Price per Auction (2003): $24.49

Registered Users (Q2 2004): 114 M

- £
oOURCE:

“eBay Inc, Announces Second

Quarter 2004 Einancial Results™

ttp://InVesior. ebay.com/.




Use search engine with keywaerds:

sawifishi - 55.9%
saw fish - 13.6%
saw shark - 3.4%
swordfish

sword fish - 1.7%
saw teethrshark - 1.7%
sawitoeoth

poissen scie
requin scie
Sagefisech = 16 1%
pesce sega

pPEZ Sierra

Other Complications:

bill = 70%
saw — 6.1%
blade
speut — 2.6%
nose
restrum
rostra
proboescis
tusk
specimen
sword
teeth

HoeWideWeUu Hindiutems?

rositre

Saee —458%
Schnauze
Schwerit = 9.6%
Uniteriierer
Z=10)0]

siera

hecico

After auction ends, listings are only searchable by title

Many foreign auctions are not searchable at all after they end



Can we distinguish restia te SpPEeECIES?
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s | atham @794) used:
Toethilength
Tjoeth counts
Tjooth shape
Rostral hedy/shape

But are these characters reliable?

Latham, J. (L794). An essay onl the various species| of sawfish.  7ransactions: or
the Linnean. Society, or London, 2: 213-282.



Her'fuJ?: NO. |2

|

| Teoth length vares infindiviauals fiiom the same g
population E
| SEEmS to be Impacted by differential wear L=

Jasoni Seitz: obtained film of Pristis pectinata from Flamingo, FL whichihad
section of PV.C pipe around: the base: of its saw

= Seemingly prevented use ofi saw: in mud-grubbing

= Withoeut this wear, rostral teeth became abnormally long

manAAns

“The size of the teeth cannot be used as a specific
character, as it is subject to much individual variation.” p. 436

Gunther, A. 1870. Catalogue of the Fishes in the British Museum. Vol. 8.
Order of the Trustees, London.



Rostrall Characters: Tlooth Counts 2

IHelpful?: Yes & ne: Z[

Tihere s substantiali overlap between the species
" But teoth counts,can helpwith initial sorting
" And' partiall restra can bemisieading

Sawfish Rostral Tooth Counts by Species

pectinata 20
Anoxypristis

zijsron

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22° 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38

Sources: Al-Baharna (1986), Compagno & Last (1999), Ishihara, Taniuchi, Sano & Last (1991), Ishihara,
Taniuchi & Shimizu (1991), Last & Stevens (1994), Thorson (1973), McDavitt Collection, USNM Collection



(a*

Sitrral Chiaracters: Tooth Snape: 7

Pristis spp.

Pristis spp. teeth:

¢ awl-form
Can be used to sort

AnOXypristis frem: Pristis, spp:

Anoxypristis teeth:
* lancet-form MNeonate rostrum

« anterior & posterior edges sharp

* Neonate merr

AdJA

\ave barb on OOJFAHOI

Anoxypristis cuspidata Adult, lateral files (RH)
(Latham, 1794)

l‘)O

U1

l—|

~ r, ! Neonate
I ' Tooth Cross Section 1 cm scale

0\
o

files 75 - 50

files 68 - 45

Matthew McDavitt @2002
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Proportion 1: Rostral Body Shape ?

HelpfulsYes: |V

N Combined withother characters, rostral bedy shape is Very.
Useful imrdistinguishing spp.

] [HeWever, must standardize measurements:

Standard Rostral Lenqgth (SRL) — length from anterior tip to posterior
edge of posteriormost rostral tooth

Rostral Width Posterior (RWP) — rostral body width at the posterior
edge of posteriormost rostral tooth

v
RNTL

. m e
- SR LI
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Proportion; 2:

pleloitl 2N &5 [

Combined With'c
1o/

Ner characters; cnange. In' INtertoothSpace: Is
Very usefiuliin Ingur

oth
| distinguisning spp.

Combining rostral body shape proportion with change in
intertooth space proportion yields species specific data. . . .




Restral Shape Data Collection

In 2002 & 2004, | examined all available specimens in my
collection & the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History, n=122

Collections Examined

USNM 72 specimens
MIEIRENISE 50 specimens
Collection P

Species Represenited Qty

ARNOXYpPristis 16
largetooth sp. 5

- combined, 56
microdon™ 12 largetooth

- SPECIMEns

perotteti= Y
clavata 1 USNM 00222034
Pectinata 37 '
Zijsron 12

* By convention, largetooth sawfishes from the Americas and the
Atlantic coast of Africa are designated' Pristis perotieti, while Indo-Pacific
examples are named Pristis microdon



Prepertional Grapi

Intertooth Space POS / Intertooth Space ANT

USNM & McDavitt Collection Sawfish Rostra - Proportional Calculations

8.0 -
7.0 4 =}
o o
6.0 it
o e 3
k4

5.0 4 * o

A  Largetooth species ® .

* Pristis pectinata w
A0 O Pristis zijsron o * = X

X Anoxypristis cuspidata . + w =

O Pristis clavata + LER S

&+ *
3.0 - * . *3 *» te B
s+t * ]
o g & #
o %
2.0 1 “ D‘ * L S
Ad * » *
“8 ““ﬁwf £
& &
1.0 - F Y
ﬂlﬂ T T T T L] L] T 1
4.0 5.0 6.0 7.0 8.0 9.0 10.0 1.0 12.0

Standard Rostral Length / Rostral Width POS -
n=

* Specimens USNM 00232677, USHNM 00260349, and MR-0019 not included, as these are probably incomplete




Rostral Proportional Range

| argetooth spp. weomin TS

Intertooth
Space Chg

Ne moerphemetrc difference: hetween Atlantic & Indo-
Pacificilargetoothisawilishes

m [meyAe tat ereNs e SINGIEISPECIES

Largetooth species
Pristis pectinata
Pristis zijsron
Anoxypristis cuspidata

Pristis clavata

Chg intertooth space

L/ W



Rostral Proportional Range

Pristis clavata o

McDavitt Last 1999
Intertooth

Space Chg

L_engthi/ widthproportions fall within range for largeteoth spp.

. However, in the three rostra examined, the intertooth space change is higher,
between 2.1 — 2.5
- the range for largetooth spp. is: 1.1 — 1.9

Largetooth species
Pristis pectinata
Pristis zijsron

Anoxypristis cuspidata
Pristis clavata

Chg intertooth space

L /W

Photo courtesy Lyle Squire, Jr.



Rostral Proportional Range

Compagno &

Pristis peCtinata " McDavitt Last 1999

Intertooth
Space Chg

Proportiens midway: between the largetootn) spp:
and 2. Zjsren

USNM & McDavitt Collection Sawfish Rostra - Proportional Calculations

Largetooth species
Pristis pectinata

) Pristis zijsron

< Anoxypristis cuspidata
Pristis clavata

=
4
E
4
g
-3
w
£
=3
i3
£
2
£
w
4
4
@
g
g
=
@
£
H
£
2
=

£

R T

7.0 8.0 9.0

Standard Rostral Length / Rostral Width POS



Rostral Proportional Range

Compagno &
McDavitt Last 1999

Pristis zijsron

L/W

Intertooth

Much proportional variation with this Species Space Chg

IMlost zijsron roestra have dramatic Increase Ininter-teoth space at the
Pasal sets of teeth

!
USNM & McDavitt Collection Sawfish Rostra - Proportional Calculations _
g -‘ EESEEDE%}"E:&&!J e
£ L=
7.0 8.0 9.0 X A 2 = ! @
Standard Rostral Length / Rostral Width POS =
s OV EH P WILISPEEHIAIENS O PICRIEMaLE
e Zifsrons which' everlap: are below: 227 mmj (0.7 fit)
= pectinatas whichroverlap anerabeve 734 mm (2.4 ft) 3 - I
- OVEraprwith Anexypristis s net preklematic

= no way to) confuse the two species based on tooth i
shape alone

Photo courtesy Lyle Squire, Jr.



Rostral Proportional Range

Compagno &

Anoxypristis cuspidata

L/W

Intertooth
Space Chg

Preportions everlap with zijsien, but ne Way:to
confuse the two:

= [ooethshape

s Color (most are light gray)

= [ipisoften turned up

s Basal quarnterof sawiis teothliess

.
b
USNM & McDavitt Collection Sawfish Rostra - Proportional Calculations b

=
B

] '

< )

P

: -

w

H >

'5 Largetooth species R 3 4

£ Pristis pectinata w i i

-~ ) Pristis zijsron .

2 X Anoxypristis cuspidata '

3 Pristis clavata ‘-

g f

w

= |

3

£ s

2

2 |
’-

70 8.0 9.0 X 4 '3

Standard Rostral Length / Rostral Width POS 1N _ I |




Species I.D.’s from photos?

Problem

s Most eBay photes are small, low: reselution
= IViany are takeniat an angle

Thus, measurements cannot be taken on most
eBay photes

Solution

n  [Look fier character traits off Species
Anoexypristis: teeth, and teothliess basal ¥4
P. zijsren: dramatiic basal intertocth space

Largetooth Widehase and evenly spaced
teeth

Positive 1.D. possible in 84.4% of the listings



Trade In sawfish saws?

TRAEEIC has)little data: E 3
East Africa = E
= “friequently-available in many curio stalls in mainland lianzania and Zanzibar = E *:7_
= Price range:; US $14.30 — 35.70, depending| on size & condition -

Madagascar g
s “the saws of sawfiish are sold occasionally to tourists. . . . for upite about. . . . US $28” : 3

m  “Ne evidence off aniorganized trade”

SCOPEOIREEEY

Sources:

Barnett, R. 1997. 7hie Shark Trade in Mainland. Tanzania and Zanzibar, pp: 39'= 66. In: The frade i
Sharks and Shark Products, in. the Western. Indian. and Southern Indian and South East Atlantic Ocearns;
TRAFFIC East/Southern Africa, Nairobi, Kenya.

Cooke, A. 1997. Survey. of Elasmobranch Fisheries and. Trade: /i Madagascar, pp. 101-130: In: The

Trade in. Sharks and' Shark Products, i the Western) lndian and Southern Indian and South East Atlantic
Oceans. TRAFFIC East/Southern Africa, Nairobi, Kenya.
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Northern Brazil

= Shiehas been documenting; traderin sawifish rostra in
northenn Brazil for'severallyears

0O = 61 IIOS);

U‘

VONTHHILY-SAILES (UIR/.SEa!
= Market: Vigia
u 150101200 small/meal saws (2001—1,000 mimn)

5 10/ter20Marge saws (over 1,200 mimn))
u Yotheserfigures duming 6imos et Season!

\NNUAIL SALES (estimated)
= Assuming ea clh Off the five major markets have similar
NUMIErS as ‘

Annual Trade: would equal at least 7,200 — 9,900 rostr

INOTES annuallestimates are thie author's; Chanvet-Almeidza enly provided monthly figures 101 tWormarkets.

Sources:
Charvet-Almeida, Patricia. July 21, 2004. Personal Communication.

Charvet-Almeida, Patricia. 2002. Sawfish Trade in the North of Brazil. Shark News 14.



Trade 1N sawfish saws? 1l

Patricia Charvet-Almeida

\ViUSeur PareenserEmiliorGoeldi; Bazl

Northern Brazil

Who Is buving them?
= Locals

Grindiupipreces or small’ (Inexpensive) sawsto make asthma
cure

s Cock Fighting| lirade
Rostral teeth used as artificial spursior reosters

Thissportisillegal inBrazl, sorostral teethiexported T N
= Sophisticated consumers ‘ : TR 5 LA S

s Asian Buyers

Buy the large rostra for high prices (US $150— 500)

Use and destination unknoewn. . . .
m Presumed to be decorations

Pay inlUS$ cash

Sources:
Charvet-Almeida, Patricia. July 21, 2004. Personal Communication.

Charvet-Almeida, Patricia. 2002. Sawfish Trade in the North of Brazil. Shark News 14.



Non-eBay Auctions

Some Examples:

SOUENES

m  Paul deiGrande... May 4, 2004

Species: largetooth sp: restrum
Length: 2
Price: $563.54 US

s Arcade Auction — Sep 3, 2002
Species: 1 zijsron & 2! Anexypristis
Length: zijsren: 590 mm; Anoxy: 360! & 340imm
Price: $337.81 US total

m Ihe Marne Sale — May: 29; 2002
Species: zijston
Length: 1,385 mm
Price;: $343.03/US

ARWGUES REAESIIOW,

s Estimate... April 5, 2001
Species: ?
Length: 1,200 mm
Estimate: $717 — 1,148 US

AnigueVveek:

s Unstated — Jan 6, 2003
Species: zijston
LCength: 1,524 mm
Price: $800 US




>

D)
L)

cly/- — rosiral sale

Auctions ended during study
Auctions active at study end

Ended auctions resulting in sale

Ended auctions remaining unsold

Unsold items relisted

aS EVerview,

% unsold of
ended

21.5%
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eBay sawiishire

r‘;_.

St Fel d — Ju

OSLITA = sales statistics:

~

ration: ul 31, 20
Rostra Offered -

Total Sales $12,542

= Prices exclude culturally' moedified! rostra

[[~b
A\

Rostra Offered 244

Rostra Sold 210

Total Sales $25,084

Asstmes! curent trends continue)



eBay; Stats by Species

d] Y Rostra Offered by Species

The World's Online Marketplace®

60

RESIEl 610l
@ffered Offered
Unique rostra offered 122 100%
Anoxypristis 49 40.2%0
largetooth spp. 21 17.2%
zijsron 20 16.4%
indeterminate 19 15.6%
pectinata 13 10.7%

pectinata largetooth spp. Zijsron Anoxypristis indeterminate*

indeterminate: means either P. pectinata or P. zijsron, where photo was insufficient to make positive |.D.



Indeterminate category.

Indeterminate

u partiall restra

= Where photo;insufficient to;make: I.D.
u  NVostly pectinata & ZIfsrof

15.6 % of sawfish rostra offered




Gulturally:Modifred

SOME rostra ane painted, or fashioned mioe artifacts (7 in thisisiudy)

Tihis enhances;theirvalue
n  [hesewere excludedfifemiprice averages

Sale Priice; $422 (1.5 times expected price given size)



Stats by, Species

Largetooth

Overall pectinata ANeXypristis indeterminate SPpP: zZijsron




\VWhat are restia WorLa2: — Lengthvs: Price

SPECIESIIS therfactor influencing|price
Sizels. . ..

Sawfish Rostra
Price per 300 mm by Rostral Length

$160.00

AVE EPrCEPERS00mIm: e

$120.00
Rostral Lengith Price / 300 mm

300 or less $36.56
301 -600 $31.25

$100.00

$80.00

£
£
o
Q
®
.
9]
o
)
8]
=
o

$60.00

$40.00

601-900  $43.41

$20.00

901 - 1200 $53.17

$0.00

1201 - 1500 $53.86

&
N

1501 plus  $148.07

Rostral Length mm

* Data excludes culturally modified rostra (which have above normal prices)



Comparison: sawfish vs. swordfish

Sawfish Rostra
(Pristidae)

®
d] Y Swordfish Bills
(Xiphias)

The Warld's Online Marketplace®

Dates Tracked Feb 15 - Apr 6, 2004 Feb 1 - July 31, 2004

e om

Avg Length (mm)

u Avg Price (US $) $17.89 $112.79

Avg Price / 300 mm $8.88 $47.92

Avg # Bidders

Avg Auction Duration

% Sold of Listed

Avg Active Listings / Day

* sales exclude culturally modified examples whichiinflate average values



[BISted & Seldper Vienth

Projected Annual Listings
& Sales

AVOINEWINsTIMgSITorRestratper VMonths 227 _
ot
AvgiRestrallSales peravontng s 1vas

Sawfish Rostra Listed & Sold on Ebay
by month 2004

B Listed
B sold




Active Listings

AVOTACHYEINStINGS

per-day: 6.7/
min: 1 .
Example: 7 days X 6 listings = 42
max: 15

Cumulative Days per Week

with Active Sawfish Rostra Listings
Feb 2 - Jul 31, 2004




= 85 successful s
u 60Y%
] 30) O'f 5eJJe

peterpansemper

cshelloz

ROSLIa

sold

7

3

fojizl] 6 0l ReS e

EQIMEd S INabieclity Seld

$81.00 U.S.A

s13008 | Usa

(9]




#1, Repeat. Seller— Nooesa Antiques

Shoep lecated in Cainns, Austrialia
s eBay ID: peterpansemper

During Study period:

Listings 19
Unique rostra 10
Sales 7

Since Dec. 2002 (based on website information)

Noosa has offered (/mostly on eBay): at least

52 sawfish rostra

Overall
Qty/ Avg L (mm) eBay Avg Lt
Anoxypristis 44 718 600
microdon 2 1027 766
£lsron 6 — —— Also ofiinterest:

Noosa includes scientific:name with all
rostra — which were: correct: 100%, of ithe time



U Repoerted

FSawiishes

Northern Prawn Fishery 2,380 / year

=

0

=

o =

QLD beach shark-meshing 66.7 / year

Trotall Annuall Bycatch: 2,447 sawilishes

Sources:




12

epeat buyers

60 Unigue nuyers; 105 totall rostra seld

0)6)0) |

56,60 WEIE ONE-tIME; DUYENS 01 SaWiilShi rostra

FOSErzl Total 8101 Rostral

say 1.D: RUChESEd SPENIS INatiemaliity Sold

lamna344 $230.22 Italy 4.8%

(P
99
(2

$359.74 B 2.9%
oldriverroad10i2 $156.00 . 2.9%
$2 '094.50




Nationality eoff Buyers & Sellers

Listings with Nationality Data: 138

Nationality of Sellers

Rostra % TTL
USA

Australia
UK
Germany
France
Belgium
Italy
Canada

Based on all'listings

Nationality of Buyers

Rostra % TTL

UK
Germany

Belgium

Australia
Italy

Canada
Netherlands

France
Switzerland

Excludes 4 buyers whose identity was kept private:

Domestic Sales: 64.3%6 International Sales: 35.7%0

Nationality of Sellers

Australia Germany France Belgium

Nationality of Buyers

Canada
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> off rostra soldldemestically in the;Uniteadi States, 1t remains Unknown now: many Were interstate purchases, but logically: most would oe
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Source: Joe Sullivan, eBay Prohibited! ltems Dept., contact: jsullivan@ebay.com



WNere are tnerostra commgirome.

2

5 Tetal non-atplicate listings: 119

u - Of these, 30.3% had data en where seller olhtained rostium:

Found in house / furniture 13.9%

Private collection 11.1%
Purchased from business
Caught by seller, relatives

Implication:

% [ostra appear to e older

(1

«  Compare toswordtishroills: 86.4% stated to/have been caught off Grand Banks



Capture ata e,

u Total non-duplicatelistings: 119
s 1459 provided capture location/ origin
= 6.7% provided capture date
REpPOted Capilre
DELES

o
ERC

1
2 Africa

Florida

stated Greece

OISENETLIONSE

% rostra appear to e older

er

= Apparently capture details are not retained for the majority of rostra
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What have we learned?: e =
Sawfish trade on eBay is regul - -
| AWIISHFLIACEI ORI EEAY IS FEGUial g‘ if--g
With' anraverage ofi 6: 7/ active listingsien any given day. @ * e
= Sawfish rostra are valuable -y e
i.e. — morevaluable than swordfigh bills ey, ?g;;p
s Many (orall) species arne represented, fromrdiverse regions o

IViostisales are between buyers & sellers whoe do not regularly deal inisawiish rostra
m  Capture details‘are not available for the majority of rostra offered

Use of this data?:

= Provide information about illegal sales of: Pristis pectinata for FWS / NOAA law enforcement ‘
»  Facilitate communication between FWS / NOAA & eBay: Prohibited ltems Dept. ;

s Quantitative data for CITES proposals

|

Infermation fier ether countries protecting sawiish populations (ex.: Ausiralia)



