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• Fossil Prep Lab Manager in Cruisin’ the Fossil 
Freeway Exhibition 

 



Panama Canal Project – PIRE 

 



Curating Panama’s heritage 
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Curating Panama’s heritage 

INSTITUTION LOTS SPECIMENS COMMENTS 

USNM (Smithsonian) 61 ? large; important types 

FLMNH 7500 29000 

NHM (London U.K.) 1490 ? large; research interest 

NMB (Basel, Switz.) 461 1840 large; research interest 

ANSP (Philadelphia) 257 ? important types 

PRI (Ithaca) 198* ? important types 

LACM (Los Angeles) 191 ? 16 localities 

YPM (Yale) 146 ? nothing much 

UCMP (Berkeley) 43* ? 56 localities 

CAS (Cal. Academy) 43* ? <200 lots in total 

Scripps Oceanographic 
Inst. 

? ? 
large; high quality for 

research 



Fossils of Panama Initiative 

• Fossils that are collected, prepared, and 
curated are not used to their full potential 

• How do we make these fossils available to: 

– Scientists 

– Teachers 

– Students 

– Panamanians 

– Everyone else! 



Resources for Scientists 



Resources for Scientists 



Goals of FoP 

• Short-term: Resources for you to use in the 
field in Panama & with your students in the 
classroom 

• Long-term: Bilingual educational material for 
Panamanians 

• Web portal for Scientists 

• Template for other museum specimens, not 
just FLMNH fossils from Panama 







Web site components 

• Overview of Geology of Panama 

• Guides for Fossils of each of the major 
formations in Panama 

• Hyperlinked Bibliography 

• Links to Collections 

• Additional resources 

• Educational Materials 

• Blog 
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FLMNH Florida bivalves 
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