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Inspiring people to care
about life on earth
The Monarch (Danaus plexippus) is one of the most beloved animals in North America. Beyond
being a common garden visitor, it is well known for making an amazing annual migration. During
spring and summer, monarchs breed throughout the U.S. and southern Canada. In the fall,
adults of the eastern population migrate to Mexico, flying up to 3,000 miles. In the western U.S.,
monarchs migrate to scattered groves along the coast of California. The following spring, these
butterflies leave their overwintering sites and fly northward in search of milkweed plants on which
to lay their eggs. As monarchs spread across North America, several generations are produced.
In Florida, some non-migratory individuals remain and breed year-round.
Sadly, population monitoring at overwintering sites in Mexico and California has documented
a steady decline in recent years. Monarchs are threatened by loss and degradation of habitat,
disease, adverse weather and the ongoing decline of native milkweeds (Asclepias sp.).
Conservation efforts are underway in Florida to map naturally occurring native milkweed
populations and expand the commercial availability of native milkweed for habitat restoration
and home landscaping.
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The Florida Museum of Natural History is a leading authority in biodiversity and cultural heritage, using its
expertise to advance knowledge and solve real world problems. The Florida Museum inspires people to value
the biological richness and cultural heritage of our diverse world and make a positive difference in its future.

