

















of this species separates those on Puerto Rico (described as S. c. arecibo by Comstock
& Huntington, 1943) from nominate S. ¢. columella present on the small islets of Palominos
and Cayo Lobo a short distance off the eastern coast of Puerto Rico, on Culebra and
adjoining islets, through the Virgin Islands to Anegada and at least to Antigua. While
the distinction between the first subspecies S. c. cybira present on Hispaniola (Schwartz,
1989; Riley, 1975) and Puerto Rican populations is generally less than striking, it may
be noted that the two Mona specimens conform to S. c¢. arecibo as described, in which
the prominent circular black, narrowly orange-capped ‘Thecla spot’ is replaced by a black
marginal bar broadly capped basally with red-orange and pale yellow (Fig. 5). In this respect
S. c. arecibo approaches the nominate race. Longer series of S. columella from Mona are
needed to determine whether this hint of the easterly origin of the butterfly on the island
has substance. In any event, its eastern phenotypes do not reveal it as the effective
dispersalist that its homogeneity elsewhere in its wide West Indian range might suggest.

Whatever the events that placed S. amonensis and an as yet inadequately known S.
columella on Mona, they do not seem to have left an extant Calisto there. Moreover, the
Pleistocene sea level lowering that may have facilitated the easterly movement of a Calisto
stock to Anegada Island (Smith, Miller & McKenzie, 1991) is not known to have populated
Mona, in accord with the belief that the island has been long isolated. Yet any conclusion
on the absence of a butterfly from Mona must be qualified, as noted in the recent discovery
of S. columella, mentioned previously; despite the relatively small area of the island, its
terrain is very inhospitable. Much of the plateau of Mona remains unexplored and, after
six periods of work, we have yet to traverse the north coast. Continued field work and
further information on its geological history may be expected to play a significant part
in extending our understanding of the butterflies of this remarkably preserved and richly
endowed island.
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Figures 6-7. Genitalia of Strymon amonensis. Figure 6, 3 genitalia, ventral view;
aedeagus, lateral view. Figure 7, Q genitalia, lateral view.
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